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“Not a day goes by where
I’'m not reminded that
North America has lost
one 1n four birds since
1970 — three billion birds.
My pledge to you is to
work tirelessly to stop that
catastrophe 1n its tracks.”

— Patrick Nadeau, President

COVER PHOTO: Common Loons
Photo: Mark Peck

INSIDE FRONT COVER PHOTO: Tree Swallow
Photo: Natasha Barlow
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Effective Conservation for a Better Future

A MESSAGE
FROM

OUR
PRESIDENT

Effective conservation of Canada’s birds
in a rapidly changing world requires
sound science, clear communications,
strong cross-sector collaborations, and
the millions of Canadians, like you,

who care about birds. Birds Canada is
committed to this full-spectrum approach
to helping birds. Our donors, members,
and volunteers are at the heart of what
makes this work possible.

Thanks to supporters like you, research
conducted by the Birds Canada science
team and our thousands of volunteers
is used to produce important reports
such as The State of Canada’s Birds
2019. The report revealed shocking
declines in some groups of birds, but
also showed the successes achieved
through conservation actions in others.
The continuing declines we see tell us
that our work is far from over. But there
is hope. Public interest in nature, and
birding, has grown during the pandemic,

strengthening our resolve to answer
critical research questions and drive
conservation results for the wellbeing of
all Canadians. Together, we are Canada'’s
voice for birds.

We thank you for being a part of our
mission.

Birds are an iconic element of the
biodiversity that sustains us. And now
more than ever, we recognize how their
enchanting presence helps us, especially
during difficult times. As Canada'’s
national charity for bird conservation, we
are committed to providing opportunities
for all bird enthusiasts to celebrate and
protect Canada’s amazing birds.

As you explore this report, we hope

you feel proud of the progress and
successes we've had deploying a full
spectrum of strategies: Conservation
Science, Knowledge Sharing, Mobilizing
Supporters, and Direct Conservation
Action. Every day, we are grateful

and inspired by our supporters. With
your continued support and innovative
thinking, we can reach a better future for

both birds and people.
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165 peerrreviewed
studies and
posteraduate
theses published.

CONSERVATION
SCIENCE

Through this work we fill critical knowledge gaps, solve migration mysteries,

and publish peer-reviewed research, all with the goal of informing management
actions and policy direction.

Piping Plover chick
Photo: Kerrie Wilcox

ABOVE: Breeding bird atlassers’ camp, south shore,
Lake Athabasca, SK

Photo: LeeAnn Latremouille
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Staff and volunteers followed public health
protocols throughout the pandemic. Banders at
Wasaga Beach, ON wearing masks.

Photo: Kerrie Wilcox

Motus Wildlife Iracking System:
400+ migration studies benefit
from our 1200+ telemetry stations
around the world.

Partners from ProNatura Noreste at their newly
minted Motus station at Golfo de Santa Clara,
Mexico. Photo: Julian Garcia Walther

With your help in 2020-21 we:

Confirmed loons are producing fewer young
each year. This alarming finding was only
possible thanks to 40 years of data from
caring volunteers.

Focused on expanding Motus along the
Pacific Flyway and in Central America.

Continue to integrate research findings
into large scale collaborations aimed at
understanding and promoting migratory
bird needs in the Americas.




©

05 Effective Conservation for a Better

Thanks to your support, we are taking
action for:

Seabirds: Developing a recovery action plan
for Leach’s Storm-Petrels, sadly now listed as
Threatened in Canada.

Aerial Insectivores: Planning our
implementation of the Roadmap to Recovery
to bring back populations of swifts, swallows
and nightjars.

Breeding birds: Leading three province-
wide bird assessment (atlas) efforts in
Saskatchewan, Newfoundland, and Ontario,
uniting governments, private sector,

#

Future

nonprofits, communities, and 1500+ amazing
volunteers in a powerful collaboration for
conservation science.

Coastal marine ecosystems: Completing the
first-ever Salish Sea Marine Bird and Mammal
Atlas via our National GIS lab. This web resource
will be a critical tool for environmental and
regulatory practitioners. And this globally
significant and threatened ecosystem needs all
the help it can get.

Volunteer monitors Piping Plover nest at
Wasaga Beach, ON.
Photo: Andrea Gress

Recently banded Piping Plover chick released back
to its family at Wasaga Beach, ON.
Photo: Kerrie Wilcox
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I
D The Birds Canada National Data Centre and GIS Lab is one
KN OWLE GE of the largest collections of bird information in the world —
containing close to 4 billion observations and more than 10,000
S HARIN G AN D maps. This Centre provides accessible and relevant data and tools
to governments, biologists, industry, the general public, and fellow
O PEN AC C E S S conservation groups.

How your data help
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National Data Centre Infographic. Birds Canada is the hub
of an international knowledge transfer system.

We launched a Birds Canada-specific app for our volunteers
in the field to submit data directly to our databank.
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Birds Ganada processed a record
20,000 requests for bird data through

, our main data portal, NatureCounts

With your help in 2020-21 we:
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Provided the information needed for

municipal planning, environmental

impact assessments, land developments,

status assessments for Species at Risk,

campaigns by local conservation groups,

and much, much more!

Taught approximately 150 undergrads
Established Canada’s Key Biodiversity from four universities how to use the
Areas (KBAs) database. Once completed, NatureCounts databank. The lectures
this new tool will be key to measuring led by our lead biostatistician,

progress toward national and Dr. Danielle Ethier, allowed us to connect
international biodiversity protection, with this growing user group for both
such as Canada’s commitment to reach learning and conducting new research.
30% of land and water conserved

by 2030.

Volunteer monitoring loon productivity
Photo: David Gignac
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MOBILIZING
SUPPORTERS

Birds Canada strives to make birding available for all, welcoming all bird enthusiasts
to discover birds, adopt bird-friendly actions, participate in conservation efforts,
and advocate for meaningful change.
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Paddlebirding in Toronto, ON. Photo: @only1phoenixx

“I loved how even
though you are

in SK and I'm

in Ottawa, there
are many shared
species. This
workshop was a
great way to spend
a sunny Saturday
afternoon stuck
inside. I'd love to
watch more in the
future.”

— Julie S., participant in a bird
ID webinar hosted by our
Saskatchewan staff
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Jerry Berrier smiles as he tells stories of his birding by ear during
the “Enabled: Connecting with birds despite a disability” panel.

. Or Betta i tived

This was such a fun werkshop!
Thank you [@RosemaryM. for
letting us glimpse into your comic
world!

The weirdness of waterbirds inspired
me for this &

T AT
P
=5

T~

« ®

With your help in 2020-21 we:

Quickly pivoted to fit pandemic conditions and welcomed thousands to innovative
virtual bird programming. Popular topics included gardening for birds, bird
identification, atlassing 101, drawing birds, and online courses such as “birding by ear”.

Welcomed 30% more eBirders throughout the county—now 28,000!

Led the Canadian voice for greater equality and accessibility in North American
birding, hosting webinars on challenges to inclusivity and accessible birding, and
participating in international panels to promote changes to bird names to better
reflect nature and help communities move on from colonial legacies.

Worked with Indigenous peoples of the Salish Sea to co-develop workshops on
marine bird monitoring, knowledge sharing, and bird identification. We held
tailored online workshops for seven Indigenous communities and provided marine
birding backpack kits to participants.

J

viewers participated in 162 virtual presentations!

people joined the global Great Backyard Bird Count
webinar held in partnership with Cornell Lab and Audubon.
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271,174

Despite the pandemic, more volunteers than ever (71, 174!) were able to safely contribute to
conservation efforts following provincial health and safety regulations.

Photo: @only1phoenixx

1 55 ¢ 10,000+

schools participated in distance bird enthusiasts joined the Toronto Bird Celebration
learning programs with Birds Canada “Take Home Edition” virtual events.
ornithologists and educators. Photo: Bill Curry

4,820 ¥ 600+

people in Canada participated in Project FeederWatch More than 600 students and families participated
(53% increase over 2019-20) in our new Bird Blitz at Home.

Photo: LeeAnn Latremouille
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R ' Thanks to your support we:

D IRE C T Took action for grassland species by
producing a single-source guide of
incentive programs for landowners and

C ONSERVATION ranchers in Prairie Canada who steward
their land for birds and biodiversity.

AC TI ON Are empowering individuals to improve

habitat for birds in the spaces they

Through our work in the field we focused on improving the conservation status steward with our groundbreaking Bird
of birds and their habitats. Gardens web resource and online
workshops.
3 Promoted the establishment of new
,‘ 2 J, Jr protected areas, with an emphasis on
Forest Stewardship Council-related
’ opportunities in Ontario and protected

L 4

areas in Newfoundland and Labrador.

4
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“I’'m really looking forward to learning more about
how our farm 1is contributing to biodiversity and how
we can do more. The Bird-friendliness Index being

developed will give us a way to measure the effect we’re Looking down on shorsird resting beach st The Guzzle,
having and to show consumers the impact their food Photo: Laura Earlet

ChOiceS arc haViIlg.” — Cameron Hodgins, Lenore, MB We are:

Automated Recording Units (ARUs), Working directly to balance the needs of
like this one on a Manitoba pasture,

record the birds present. The data people and shorebirds around the Bay

will be used in our development of .

e e of Fundy as the relaxation of COVID-19
restrictions has potentially prevented

Photo: lan Cook

shorebirds from using their favoured fall
resting sites.

Nurturing a Long-billed Curlew
conservation community amongst the
farmers and landowners around
Prince George, BC.
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“I donate annually to Birds
Canada because of their rich
history and bright future. I'll
continue to support them
forever with a gift in my Will.

I have trust and confidence that
Birds Canada will always be on
the front lines of bird research,
conservation, and habitat

protection.” - Linda

Buller’s Shearwater
Photo: Yousif Attia
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LEGACY AND MEMORIAL

GIFT'S 2020-2021

LEGACY DONATIONS

Joan M. Falconer (Ingersoll, ON)
Stan Maciaczyk (Waterloo, ON)

MEMORIAL DONATIONS

Ron Bedford (Ottawa, ON)

Sue Beemer (Guelph, ON)

Annita M. Bergen (Waterloo, ON)
Wolfgang Bessel (Scarborough, ON)
Ron Bremner (Saskatoon, SK)

Art Briggs-Jude (Westport, ON)
Campbell G. Cameron (Guelph, ON)
John Catto (North York, ON)
Caroline Caza (North Vancouver, BC)
Jean Cenerelli (Montréal, QC)

Kenneth Crawford (Sault Ste. Marie, ON)
Catherine Sylvia Daws (Halifax, NS)
Greg Dunn (Temiskaming Shores, ON)
Eileen Edwards (Toronto, ON)

Kim Ferrill (Portland, OR)

Fred Gammage (Port Dover, ON)
Robert Gilks (Brantford, ON)

Eva Goodchild (ON)

Robert G. Greggs (Kingston, ON)

Sue Harrhy (Kelowna, BC)

Roger Hill (ON)

Glen E. Holmes (Kincardine, ON)
Roberta May Loten (ON)

Veronica M. Meeson (Tillsonburg, ON)
William J. Menzies (Oshawa, ON)
Bertha Misner (Port Dover, ON)

Glen W. Moores (Victoria, BC)

Fabio Moscher (Whitby, ON)

Rick Olmstead (Saskatoon, SK)
Judith T. Patterson (Ottawa, ON)
Laurie Rockwell (Summerland, BC)
Jeannette Runciman (Brockville, ON)
Mati A. Sauks (Kanata, ON)

Lorne Siemens (Vernon, BC)
Bridget Smith (Hamilton, ON)
Barbara J. Tersigni (Toronto, ON)
Henry Thoonen (Guelph, ON)

Ken Waddell (West Hill, ON)
Jeffrey B. Watson (Victoria, BC)
Terry Whittam (Scarborough, ON)
Rick Young (Welland, ON)

Geza O. Zimanyi (Toronto, ON)
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INDIVIDUAL DONORS

$5,000 OR MORE

David Allan and Cynthia Young
Rodney Briggs

Margaret Catto

Dr. Anne |. Dagg

Dr. Erica Dunn

Suzanne lvey Cook

David and Kathleen Love

Dr. Peter and Margaret McLaren
Leonard and Anne Murray
Stephen Partington

Steven and Maria Price

Brent Robinson

Betty Runnings

$1,000 - $4,999

Karen and Eric Auzins
William E. Barnett
Paul L. Barnicke

Allan Baxter

Michael E. Black
Jocelyn N. Braithwaite
Dr. Carl Bromwich
Robert W. Burgess
Don Burton

Dr. Rick Caldwell
John Calvert

Prof. Andrew Carrick

Bill Caulfeild-Browne

Betty Chanyi

Susan Church

Sandra Crabtree

Rita Crow

Dr. Rolph A. and Joan Davis

Rosanne Dawson

Michael and Honor de Pencier

Dr. Tony and Dorothy Diamond

Margaret Elliott

Judith G. Farncomb

Dr. George and Pat Finney

Derryn Gill

Sue Golding

Sara Jane Gruetzner

Pat Holmes

Dr. Donna L. Holton

Catherine Hopwood

Richard Jones

Loretta Kampeas

Audrey Kenny

Doreen G. Lak

Anthony J. Lisanti

Eric C. Loepp

Jen Love

Anne D. Marchand

Juliette Marczuk

Anne McConnell and Ross Hirning

Diana McDougall-Deakin and
lan Deakin

Dr. Terence Mcintyre

Paul Mendelson

Dr. Catherine A. Milne

Lynnette Milton

Dr. Lorelie Mitchell

Fred and Jean Mooi

Martha Novoselac

George W. Prieksaitis

Dr. Susan Purdy

Ellen Reid

Clayton Rockefeller and Manya
Rubinstein

Susan and Keith Rogers

Vicki Ryder

Ted and Sheila Sharp

Elizabeth V. Sifton

Brent Sinclair

James and Barbara Stewart

Mark R. Strickland

John Taranu and Emily Anderson

Paul Uys

Dr. Nicolaas and Rosalinda Verbeek

David J. Westfall

Ann-Marie Westgate

Dr. William A. Whitelaw

The Honourable Chief Justice
Warren K. Winkler

Ray Woods

Judith A. Zuber*

Anonymous - 1

$500 - $999

Aaron Adamack

Barry and Joan Attridge
Janet M. Barnes

lan Barnett

Joanne Barnett

Lesley S. Barrenger
Deborah Beatty

Gary D. Bell

Peter Bergen

Paul and Pat Bigelow
Prof. David M. Bird
Susan Blue

Jack Bowling

Janet Bradley and Stephen Moses
Dr. Lois M. Brockman
Karen Brown

Chris Brown

Michelle and Dirk Bruin
Jeff and Julia Cale
Donna Carpenter

Nick and Anne Chapman
Paul Charlebois

Doug Christilaw

Jared Clarke

Salvatore Corbo
Katherine A. Corkery
Pete Davidson

Joan Deimling

Clifford E. Dresner
Andrée DuBreuil
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INDIVIDUAL DONORS

$500 - $999 CONTINUED

Paula Duncan

Brock and Sherri Fenton

Reverend Ray Fletcher

Douglas Forsyth

Kitsy (Grace) Fraser

Caroline Fraser

Ruth Friendship-Keller

Dr. Lyle Friesen

Angela Fusco

Peter Carson and Mary Gartshore

Ted and Paula Gent

Janice Gilbert

Anne and Bruce Godwin

Alex and Gail Gray

Wende E. Gregory-Frei

Ernest and Jeanne Gribble

Len and Jan Grincevicius

Dr. Christopher Guglielmo and
Dr. Yolanda Morbey

Hendrika Hamilton

Dr. Susan H. Hannon

Robert and Linda Hansen

David Hirschowitz

Ted Horne

Dr. Suann Hosie

Susan E. James

Elizabeth A. Jefferson

Nancy Josephson

Dr. Margaret A. Kirk

Michael Y. Lam

Diana R. Laubitz

Lyn LeClair

Kevin and Margo Lee

Chris Leys

Dennis Price and Debbie Lindeman

Jo A. Lloyd

Linda Lockyer

James S. Lotimer

Harry G. Lumsden

Jocelyn Macdonald

Barbara and Donald MacDuff

Rod F. MacFadyen

Marlene and Alec Mackenzie

Katharine MaclLeod

Ted Maddeford

Sarah Mainguy and Dr. David
Rodgers

Lori E. Mainland

Kiirstin Maki

Gay E. McDougall Gruner

Gerald McKeating and
Patricia Crossley-McKeating

Alan and Donna McKenzie

Richard McLaughlin

John and Sandra McManus

Anna E. Metcalfe

Glen* and Judy Moores

Michael J L Morris

Prof. Glenn K. Morris

Dennis Mulvenna

Michael F. Nation
Dr. Erica Nol and Chris Risley
Dan and Cindy Parliament
Richard Peckham and

Maureen Nowlan
Richard Phillips
Dr. Brayton Polka
David and Heather Pond
Alfred Raab
Dr. Colleen Ringelberg
Alan Robinson
Elaine Ross
Dr. lan Routley and

Vivian Birch-Jones
Sylvie Roy
Fiona Ryner
Hesham Sabry
Dieter and Marlies Schoenefeld
Lorraine Scott
Kevin and Linda Shackleton
Dr. Malcolm Silver
Frank and Marjory Smith
Jon Snipper
John C. Spearn
Milton and Elaine Spitzer
Brian Stephens
Patricia E. Stone
Joy Stratten
Patricia Stuckey
Robert K. Thomas
Joshua and Amy Thorne

¥
}

Dr. Rodger Titman

Ann M. Toner

Carol Ann and Les Trabert

Gary Ursell

Will Van Hemessen

Carol F. Verity

David and Sharon Wadley

Roland Wahlgren and
Melanie Marchand

Mary E. Warner

Arthur H. Watson

Dana E. Wessel

Dave Wilderspin

Robert and Karen Wood

Robin and Sharon Wood

Judith Wright and Arlin Hackman

Bryan Wyatt

Dr. Kenneth and Mary Wyllie

Clifton and Elaine Young

Mark P. Zagrodney

Thank you to the thousands of
generous donors who gave at
other levels - your combined
contributions totalled $724,693.

*Deceased

4 244
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1 APRIL 2020 - 31 MARCH 2021

GOVERNMENT, FOUNDATION & CORPORATE
SPONSORS AND PARTNERS

$1,000,000+

Government of Canada
= Atlantic Ecosystem Initiatives
= Canadian Emergency Wage Subsidy
= Employment & Social Development
= Environment & Climate Change Canada
- Aboriginal Fund for Species at Risk
- Canadian Wildlife Service
- Habitat Stewardship Program for
Species at Risk
- Science and Technology Branch
= Environmental Careers
= Environmental Damages Fund
= Natural Resources Canada
= Natural Sciences & Engineering Research
Council (NSERC)
= Parks Canada
= Public Works

between $100,000 & $999,999

A&W Regenerative Agriculture Initiatives Fund
Lotek Wireless
Province of Ontario
= Ministry of Environment, Conservation
and Parks
= Ministry of Heritage, Sport and Tourism
= Ministry of Northern Development, Mines,
Natural Resources and Forestry

RBC Foundation

SC Johnson & Son, Limited

Weston Family Foundation

Wildlife Conservation Society Canada
Anonymous - 1

between $50,000 & $99,999

Canarie Inc.
Georgian Bay Biosphere Reserve Inc.
National Fish and Wildlife Foundation
Nature Conservancy of Canada
Nature New Brunswick
Province of New Brunswick
= Environmental Trust Fund
= Natural Resources
= Wildlife Trust Fund
Province of Nova Scotia
= Habitat Conservation Trust Foundation
= |abour and Advanced Education
= Natural Resources
= Species at Risk Conservation Fund
Province of Saskatchewan
= Ministry of Environment - Fish, Wildlife
and Lands Branch
TD Friends of the Environment Foundation
US Fish & Wildlife Service
University of Windsor
Wildlife Habitat Canada

between $10,000 & $49,999

Acart Communications Inc.
Armstrong Bird Food
BC Hydro
ECO Canada
MakeWay Foundation - Renewal Funds
Charitable Giving Fund
Montreal Insectarium
Nature Saskatchewan
Ontario Power Generation Inc.
Pacific Wildlife Foundation
Province of British Columbia
= Habitat Conservation Trust Foundation
Saskatchewan Forage Council
SaskEnergy
SaskPower
The Bradstreet Family Foundation
The Manitoba Habitat Heritage Corporation
The Sitka Foundation
Vancouver Foundation
Vortex Canada
Willistown Conservation Trust Inc.
Anonymous - 1

Thank you to the generous funders who gave
at other levels - your combined contributions
totalled $26,616.
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SOURCE OF FUNDS

2% Other

17%
Earned Income

36%
Government

17%
Individuals

10%
on-Government
Organizations

5%
Corporate

13%
Foundations

TOTAL REVENUE: $7,048,790

Note: Unrealized investment gains and losses are excluded

Our audited financial statements are available online or by request.

Ruffed Grouse
Photo: Catherine Dale

USE OF FUNDS

~ Management
Administration &
Fundraising

g 1%
Investment Expenses

76%
Research &

2% Conservation
Amortization of

Capital Assets

TOTAL EXPENSES: $6,822,045


https://www.birdscanada.org/news-reports/annual-reports/?_ga=2.97743257.741343634.1631224752-1800589450.1618938836

Our Mission

To conserve wild birds of

Canada through sound science,
on-the-ground actions, innovative
partnerships, public engagement,
and science-based advocacy.

Board Executive

Paul Uys, Chair

Anne McConnell, Vice Chair
Sean Macey, Treasurer*
Trevor Swerdfager, Treasurer**
Gwen Champman, Secretary
Rodger Titman

*Until March 30, 2021
**From March 30, 2021

Board of Directors

David Bird* Cher Mereweather**
Kathleen Blanchard Sébastien Rioux
Karen Brown* Trevor Swerdfager**
Betty Chanyi John Taranu

Thor Diakow Rodger Titman

Brian Finnigan** Nathalie Zinger
David Love

*Until September 26, 2020
**From September 26, 2020




