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The Canadian Lakes Loon Survey of Birds Canada has educational signs and factsheets that 
encourage conservation of lakes, loons, and other waterbirds. There are three different signs, a 
poster, a colourful factsheet, and a web and newsletter-friendly tips page, each of which is 
designed for a specific purpose as described further below.   
 
1) The Loon Alert sign is educational and is printed on corrugated plastic. It can be placed at 
public boat ramps, docks, laundromats, stores, and other locations where people will have a 
few spare moments for reading. It contains loon and waterbird-friendly tips for lake users. Our 
latest edition is now available by special order and we ask for a donation to cover printing, 
shipping, and handling, as each sign costs $7.00 and shipping is a minimum of $15 per package. 
Alternatively, you can request the print-ready file and have it printed yourself. The print file is 
designed for a 12” x 18” yard sign that is readily available through many suppliers. You can also 
contact Kathy to arrange customized bulk orders that include your group or association’s logo 
and/or contact Information.  Groups are encouraged to order multiple signs at a time to ensure 
more cost-effective shipping. 

2) The Nest Alert sign is printed on corrugated plastic and is designed to be placed near nest 
locations that are disturbed by people. Use of this sign depends on the site and is only 
recommended at nests that are highly exposed, in high-traffic areas, or at risk to significant 
disturbance. They are not appropriate for well-hidden nests or nests in remote, undisturbed 
locations. This sign may also work to decrease activity and boat speed when placed at the mouth 
of a bay where a well-concealed nest is located. To use this sign you will need: 3 - 6 signs per 
nest, a buoy to float each sign (instructions provided), ensure that you comply with all applicable 
laws and regulations, and ensure that you remove all of the signs after the chicks hatch. To order 
this sign contact Kathy directly. There are no fees, but we ask that you provide a donation to 
cover the cost of shipping and handling. 

3) The customized Sensitive Habitat sign is designed to assist partners in protecting 
sensitive areas along their lakeshore, such as loon nesting sites, loon chick nursery locations, or 
fish spawning habitat. This sign is available to Lake Associations and other groups who would 
like to partner in advocating the protection of sensitive areas on their lake.  Both Birds Canada 
and the association logos and contact information will be included and the text can be adjusted 
to suit partner needs. Note that it is the responsibility of the partner to decide, as a group, the 
best locations to place this sign.  

4) The Top Six Ways to Help Loons poster is designed with Lake Associations and store 
managers in mind. It is downloadable from our website and can be printed at low cost in either 
tabloid (11” x 17”) or legal (8.5” x 14”) size using the print-to-fit option. We recommend tabloid 
size on foam core for association events or legal size on a bulletin board or in a store window. 

https://birdscanada.b-cdn.net/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/2020-top-6-ways-to-help-loons-english-1.pdf
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5) The Loons Need Your Help factsheet is 8” x 12”.  It is downloadable from our website and 
is best printed as a small poster.  This document can also be requested from Kathy as a two-
sided, bilingual pdf file.  

6) The Loon and Lake Conservation Tips is a web and newsletter-friendly photo image 
(single page). The purpose is to share the best ways to help ensure a loon-friendly lake and a 
wildlife-friendly shoreline. Contact Kathy if you need a different version of the document (.rtf 
or .pdf).  

For all the above products you will need two versions to provide both official languages. The 
Loon Alert sign, Top Six Ways poster, as well as the Loons Need Your Help and Loon and 
Lake Conservation Tips factsheets are provided in English or in French.  The Nest Alert sign 
has English on one side and French on the other; this allows bilingual signage when two signs 
are displayed on a buoy, given the backside of each sign is hidden by / attached to the buoy. 
Both of the corrugated plastic signs should last close to 10 years before needing to be replaced 
and they also include a location where you can add your association name or stamp. 

Anyone interested in using these resources are free to do so, as long as they are associated with 
the Canadian Lakes Loon Survey of Birds Canada. 

Sincerely, 

 
 
 
Kathy Jones 
Volunteer Manager, Canadian Lakes Loon Survey 
volunteer@birdscanada.org 
1-888-448-2473 ext. 124 

https://birdscanada.b-cdn.net/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Loons_Need_Your_Help.pdf
https://birdscanada.b-cdn.net/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/ConservationTips.pdf
https://birdscanada.b-cdn.net/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/2020-top-6-ways-to-help-loons-english-1.pdf
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